


TOWN OF FAIRMOUNT HEIGHTS
2019-2020 Legislative Session
Ordinance No:		____________________________________
Introduced By:  		____________________________________
Co-Sponsor:			____________________________________

Title:			Chapter 11, Article I: REGISTRATION OF VACANT LOTS
WHEREAS, this ordinance shall be known as Registration of Vacant Lots for the Town of Fairmount Heights, Maryland; and
WHEREAS, all buildable lots located within the town are vacant and without a habitable or commercial structure; and
WHEREAS, nearly 80% of the vacant lots are not maintained in accordance with current Codes and Ordinances and have attracted dumping and other illegal activities.
Chapter 11, Article 1- REGISTRATION OF VACANT LOTS
This section is to be titled Chapter 11, Article 1 of the Fairmount Heights Code as adopted by the Town of Fairmount Heights effective _____________________and is to be added as Chapter 11, Article 1 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Fairmount Heights. 
11-100 Definitions
Definitions as used in this section. The following terms shall have the meanings as indicated: 
Lot
An area of land designated as a separate parcel or unit of land on a legally recorded subdivision plat or deed filed among the land records of Prince George’s County and assigned a property tax account identification number. 
Owner
The person, persons, or entity shown to be the owner or owners on record with Prince George’s County Department of Taxation, those identified as the owner or owners on a vacant lot registration form, a mortgage in possession, a mortgagor in possession, assignee of rents, receiver, executor, trustee, lessee, other person, firm or corporation in control of the premises. Any such person will have joint and several obligations for compliance with the provisions of this ordinance.

Vacant Lot
A platted or un-platted parcel or land, without a habitable or commercial structure which has an assessed value for taxation purposes as determined by State of Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
11-101 Vacant Lot Registration 
1. Owner or purchaser of each vacant lot must register with the Town of Fairmount Heights, Office of Code Enforcement no later than 30 days after acquiring a vacant lot. Notices may be served to, or sent via first class mail to the owner, and will be deemed received by the owner, upon personal delivery, or after five days via delivery by first class mail.
2. The registration must be submitted on forms from the office of Code Enforcement for the Town of Fairmount Heights. The following information must be included: 
(a) A description of the vacant lot by street address, property tax identification number and any other information in order to accurately identify the vacant lot.
(b) The name, address (which shall not be a post office box) and telephone numbers of the property owners of record. If the owner is a corporation, limited-liability partnership, limited partnership or other such entity, the name, address and telephone number of the resident agent. If the owner is an entity not having a resident agent, the name, address, and telephone number of all partners, owners, or officers of the owner or the owner’s authorized agent. 
(c) The address (which shall not be a post office box), and a telephone number of the owner’s authorized agent if an agent has been designated by the owner.
(d) The name and owner’s authorized property management agent if an agent has designated by the owner
3. The Office of Code Enforcement shall be notified within 14 days of a change of any information contained within the form.

11-102 Vacant Lot Registration and Registration Fees

1. The fee to register a vacant lot shall be $250.00 per calendar every six months and prorated by month if a property changes ownership thereafter. A late fee shall be assessed each 30 days thereafter for delinquent registrations of over 60 days.  Registration fees may be revised by the Mayor and Council from time to time.
2. Vacant lots not registered with the Town as required by this section more than 180 days after the owner having been duly notified by the Town shall be in violation and subject to the penalties as prescribed in Section 11-105.
11-103 Exception to Vacant Lot Registration 
No registration is required if:
(a) The vacant lot is zoned residential and the owner occupies a residence on a lot contiguous to the vacant lot;
(b) The vacant lot is contiguous to a lot with an occupied building and both lots are under common ownership; or
11-104 Other Enforcement
The registration of a vacant lot or absence thereof shall not preclude any action by the Town to force abatement, maintenance, or removal of a public nuisance or other violation found on any vacant lot pursuant to any other provisions to this Ordinance Code or other law. The Town shall have the right to remove litter, noxious weeds, tall grass, unsanitary or flammable waste materials and to do such maintenance as is necessary to bring the property into compliance with this Ordinance. The cost of these actions shall be paid for by the owner. The Town shall send the owner a bill for the costs of such work by certified mail, return receipt requested, and by regular mail to the owner’s last known address or by any other means reasonably calculated to bring the bill to the owner’s attention. Should the owner fail to pay the bill within 30 days after it is presented or mailed, the costs shall be considered a lien against the property and may be collected in the same manner.

11-105 Violation and Penalties
[bookmark: _GoBack]Violations of this Ordinance shall be deemed a Municipal Violation. The fine for the first offense shall be $500.00.  The fine for the second offense occurring 180 days after the date of the first offense shall be $1,000.00.  The fine for a third offense shall be $2,000.00.  Registration and late fees shall accrue. The Town of Fairmount Heights reserves the right to place a lien against the deed to the property to recover any and all expenses, fees and fines incurred. 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TONW OF FAIRMOUNT HEIGHTS THAT this ordinance shall be adopted by the Mayor and Council in accordance with the Charter of the Town of Fairmount Heights and applicable Maryland State laws.   Therefore, the first reading shall be on Wednesday July 17, 2019, the second reading shall be on Wednesday August 14, 2019 and the third and final reading shall be on Wednesday September 18, 2019.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FAIRMOUNT HEIGHTS THAT the Town Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this ordinance and cause the same to the extent permitted by Section 1-12 of the Charter of the Town of Fairmount Heights.  A fair summary of the same be published as required by law, and this ordinance shall become effective at the expiration of twenty (20) days following approval by the Mayor and the town Council. 
THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL
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